The Scott
Memorial Library
Quasquicentennial
Celebrating

125
years

1894
----2019
of the
Jefferson
library

The Early Years
1894

Jefferson’s first library opens on the
second floor of a building on the
southeast corner of 10th and Walnut.

1896
1898
1899
1900

The Library moves to the corner of 10th
and Medical Street. It holds 700 medical
books and has a reading room, poolroom,
and office.
After only two years the Library moves
again, this time into the 1898 College
Building.
Volunteer Thomas Seiple catalogs all of the
Library’s books using the Dewey decimal system.
The Library hires its first full-time librarian, W.L.
Wolfinger. He holds the position for one year.

FACT
The famous Flexner Report
called Jefferson’s library
”a good library, excellently
administered.”

1909
1916
1917

Jefferson alumni in the Philadelphia area can now use the Library.
According to a 1909-1910 report, “quite a number of alumni had
availed themselves of the privilege.”
The Library begins managing the bookstore, which it does until 1968.
The Library hires Joseph J. Wilson as
Librarian, a role he holds until 1949. He
oversees a major expansion of the
Library’s holdings and also coaches
several student athletic teams
through the 1920s.

FACT
1929
1931
1934

The collection did not begin circulating until the 1940s, but books
could be taken out overnight with a deposit.

Samuel Parsons Scott
dies and bequests his
estate to Jefferson to
establish and maintain
a library.
The Library moves again. It
is now in the 1929 College
Building and takes up the
entire east end of the first
floor.
The Library is officially
designated the Samuel Parsons
Scott Memorial Library.
An oak panel with the inscription
“Samuel Parsons Scott Memorial
Library” is erected over the reading
room doors.

The Modern Library
1938
1942
1943
1949
1950
1951
1956
1963
1967
1970
1971
1975

The Library institutes evening hours based on student and faculty demand.

FACT

Pascal Brooke Bland bequested his collection of 2,848 books to the
Library. Many of them are still in our Rare Book collection today.

The Library stays open through the summer
because of the accelerated wartime curriculum.
This marks the beginning of year-round hours.
Assistant Librarian Robert T. Lentz and clerical
assistant Walter Sczcepaniak are drafted for
the War. They are replaced by Robert’s wife
Marjorie and Walter’s sister Julia.
Robert T. Lentz, who returns to the Library in
1946, is appointed Librarian. Marjorie Lentz
becomes Reference Librarian, and Madeline
Redheffer is hired as Assistant Librarian.
Madeline Redheffer begins a program
to mark call numbers on book spines or
covers.
The Library offers its first instructional
programs. First year medical students
are required to attend a one hour
lecture on library procedures and a
two hour lecture on recommended
bibliographic tools.
Loan regulations are
relaxed, allowing
students to check out
books for a week and
journals for three days.
Faculty are no longer
allowed to borrow
material indefinitely.
The Library is running
out of space and
begins planning for a
new building.
The Library is now
open until midnight.

Even though the grand staircase was not yet completed, the
Library moves out of the College Building and into the newly
built Scott Memorial Library at 1020 Walnut. The building has
significantly more room for books and study space.
The Library sets up its first MEDLINE terminal,
which allows students and faculty to search
medical journal citations. Jefferson also
becomes the first area medical school to
offer online access to Index Medicus tapes.
Robert T. Lentz retires but stays on part-time to
organize the University Archives.
The Library hires John A. Timour as University
Librarian, a post he holds until 1987.

FACT
The 1950s saw major expansion.
The Library increased its staff and
began a book weeding project to
maximize space.

The Computer Age
1983
1986

The University Archives moves
to rooms 309 and 310 of the
Library from Main Hospital.
The Library implements its first
online catalog. It eventually has
five components - acquisitions,
serials, circulation, online
catalog, and miniMEDLINE.

FACT
During the 1990s the Library
offered Internet Workshops. They
explained what the Internet and the
World Wide Web were and taught
people how to access the Library’s
website, JEFFLINE.

The Library hires Judith A. Robins as its first trained archivist.

1988
1994
1995
2005
2006
2007
2009
2013
2014

Edward Tawyea replaces
John Timour as
University Librarian.

The Library celebrates its 100th anniversary.
The Library moves its online
information resource JEFFLINE
to the World Wide Web. Its
award-winning homepage
features a virtual desk.
The Jefferson Digital Commons
is launched. It’s the Library’s first
institutional repository.
The Library starts offering its Chat with a
Librarian service using AOL Instant Messenger.
It’s called “SMLreference.”
The Library hires Roderick MacNeil
as the Deputy University Librarian.

FACT

The 2010s saw a major increase in student
meeting and study space in the Library.

The Library joins Twitter.
The Library hosts its first book club. It meets monthly
and is called the Jefferson Book Club. Their first book
is 1984 by George Orwell.
The Library names Dr. Anthony Frisby
Director of Academic and Instructional
Support and Resources (AISR) and the
Scott Memorial Library.
The Library is now open 24/7 to
Jefferson ID holders.
Academic and Instructional
Support and Resources (AISR)
is renamed the Center for
Teaching & Learning (CTL).

2018
2019

The Library introduces its Open Access
Publishing Fund to support open access
publishing across campus.
The Library merges online catalogs with the
East Falls Gutman Library. Users can now
access an even wider array of resources.

